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REPORT. 





To the City Council of the City of New Bedford: 


GENTLEMEN,—The trustees of the Free Public Library 
respectfully submit their forty-first annual report. 

The use made of the library during the year has been 
very gratifying, the number of books delivered for home 
use having been 83,707. This is a slight decrease as 
compared with the previous year, due to the largely 
restricted use of the library made by the citizens during 
the prevalence of scarlet fever and small pox. 

The number of people who frequent the library reading 
room, not only to see the current periodicals, but for 
purposes of study, is constantly increasing, and this has 
shown very clearly the inadequacy of the present building 
for a proper utilization of the existing collection and has 
emphasized very strongly the need for further room to 
meet the demands made by the natural increase of the 
library and by the necessity for proper care and cata- 
loguing. 

There is urgent need of a card catalogue of subjects, 
but the present facilities for storing books and for the 
work of the librarian are so restricted that it has been 
impossible for much work to be done in this direction. 

As stated at length in our’ communication made to you 
on June 9, the library requires a new building which shall 
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not only provide for its immediate and pressing needs, but 
allow for further extension of its sphere of usefulness 
during coming years. Such a building must be designed 
to meet the wants of a working library and ample pro- 
vision should be made not only for the storage and 
delivery of books, but opportunity should also be given 
for workers who desire to avail themselves of the valuable 
special works of which the library possesses a large num- 
ber. To accomplish this, special rooms should be provided 
for such study, apart from the general reading room where 
the current periodicals are kept, and this latter room should 
be separated from the delivery room. The librarian’s 
department should have facilities for the proper perform- 
ance of its work, which should be separate from the book 
stack ; and, above all, the building should be as nearly 
fire proof as possible. 

A new building, to meet the requirements of the library, 
need not greatly exceed in cost the expense of adapting 
the present building in an imperfect manner to the imme- 
diate needs of the library; and the result of any such 
alterations would be unsatisfactory to the city and to the 
citizens and would give a building far from fire proof. 
The need for more accommodations becomes every year 
more pressing, and we feel it our duty to urge that such 
steps may be taken as will render it possible for the 
library to do its work in a manner worthy of the city. 

The annual charge on the taxpayer is very light and 
it would seem as if the city ought to provide such 
quarters as will enable the trustees to efficiently carry out 
the wishes of the generous donors of the various funds, 
the income of which is to be applied to the work of the 
library. 

_ Under the will of Elizabeth T. Wood, the library has 
received a bequest of $2,000, to be known as the 
“Charles L. Wood Fund,” in memory of her late hus- 
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band. This has been funded, and the income will be 
available for the general purposes of the library. 

The patronage of the reading room is very satisfactory 
both on week days and Sunday afternoons, and we feel 
justified in saying that the Sunday opening has passed the 
experimental stage and may be called entirely successful. 

We feel obliged to again call your attention to the light- 
ing of the book stacks in the present building. The arc 
lamps at present employed for that purpose are totally 
unadapted for the proper lighting of the space, as they are 
so placed that the titles of the books are in the deep 
shadows cast by these Jamps, thus making it a work of 
considerable difficulty to find books after the lamps are 
lighted. Not only this, but the particles of red-hot carbon 
which often drop from the lamps are a constant source of 
danger from fire, and within a few months a fire started 
by the dropping of such sparks on an umbrella was 
only rendered harmless by the chance presence of the 
librarian on the spot at the moment when the blaze broke 
out. For both safety and convenience the arc lamps 
should be immediately replaced by incandescent lamps 
such as are now in use in that part of the building used 
as a reading room. 

The general condition of the library may be said to be 
very good, but the lack of room prevents the proper 
utilization of the books now owned and makes the prob- 
lem of storage of the acquisitions one of extreme diffi- 
culty. 

In closing this report, the trustees feel it their duty to 
express the deep sense of loss caused by the death of 
Hon. George Howland, junior, who had been for nearly 
thirty-seven years a trustee of the library, and whose interest 
in its welfare was constant. Progressive and far sighted, 
his presence on the Board was of immense value during 
the years of the formation and development of the library, 
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while his quick perception and sound judgment enabled 
him to be of great assistance in keeping our library in 
that position among American libraries which it early 
attained. 

At the meeting of the trustees on Feb. 29, the following 
resolutions, expressing the feelings of the Board, were 
adopted : 


“It is with deep sorrow that the trustees of the New 
Bedford Free Public Library have learned of the death of 
their associate, George Howland, jun., and they take this 
method of expressing their sense of the loss they have 
sustained. 

“Mr. Howland’s connection with this board began in 
1855 and, with the exception of the years 1857 and 1860, 
lasted until the time of his death. Throughout this long 
term of service, his interest in the library was keen and 
unvarying. Its steady growth, the new conditions and 
the fresh demands imposed by the rapid development of 
our city and by the changing character of our popula- 
tion, —all these were ever carefully watched by Mr. 
Howland with an eye to the meeting fairly of every 
new want and to the omitting of nothing that might ren- 
der the library a more efficient factor in the lives of our 
people. 

“Mr. Howland was the first benefactor of this institu- 
tion with which he was so long connected. In 1857, 
while the library was yet small and with slight resources, 
he gave the salary which he had received as mayor of the 
city for two years, then just completed, as a perpetual 
fund, the interest on which should go toward the pur- 
chase of books which would ordinarily be regarded as 
beyond the means of the trustees. It is particularly 
deserving of mention in this place that when, a few years 
later, the bonds in which the gift was made became of no 
value, Mr. Howland deposited in the city treasury a sum 
equal to the original amount, in order that the means of the 
library, increased by his own generosity, might in no way 
be impaired. The fund thus constituted was of great 
assistance for many years. And although the munificence 
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of other New Bedford people has since greatly increased 
the resources of the brary, yet the usefulness of this fund 
has in no degree diminished; and our shelves will con- 
tinue to receive valuable books, which will form a lasting 
memorial of the thoughtfulness and public spirit of our 
late associate. 

“The portrait of George Howland, jun., which has long 
hung on our walls, has witnessed many changes in the 
institution which owes him so much, and it will witness 
many more as time goes on. But his name will always 
be remembered as of one whose kindly aid and wise coun- 
sel were often sought and never in vain.” 
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GENERAL STATISTICS FOR 1892. 


Books and pamphlets purchased in 1892, 1,440 
Volumes donated in 1892, 446 
Pamphlets donated in 1892, 496 
Volumes bound, 298 
Volumes re-bound and repaired, 409 
Volumes worn out. and rejected, 362 
New cards issued, 913 
Notices sent for books overdue, 151 
Newspapers now on file in the reading room, 17 
Books taken from the library in 1892, 83,707 


The following table shows the attendance at the library on Sunday, 
during 1892. ‘The largest attendance was 52, March 13; the smallest 
was 16, June 19; average attendance, 32. After June 26, the library 
was closed on Sundays until October 2. 
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10. 40 
iWe 46 
24, 48 
31. 41 
Febss7. 35 
14. 33 
21. 45 
28. 43 
Mar. 6. 40 
oe 52 
20. 38 


27. 40 

















. a g ~ " > ih 4 
ee 


eT RUSTERS REPORT. | 9 


ote Apr. 3. 34 
a | 10. 30 


re 
ay 
pa 
. Ca 
ae | 
es 
2 
‘ cers) 
Pas 
=," 
1.45 








10 CLDY DOCU IVE Nk rIN Gaz. January, 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT CONCERNING THE 
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY PORK ies 


STATEMENT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


1892. 
Jan. 1. Cash on hand, $51.25 
Books lost and paid for, 2.38 
Fines during 1892, 185.82 $239.45 
Paid for expressage, freight, and jobbing, $34.76 
P. O. box and postage, 33.63 
Books and papers, 3.00 
Binding and paper cutting, 13.70 
Stationery, 23.93 
Incidentals, 79.06 
1893, Jan. 1. Balance in hands of librarian, 51.37 $239.45 
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY ACCOUNT. 
1892. Bills approved January, $476.01 
February, 447.50 
March, 494.54. 
April, 461.76 
May, 469.46 
June, 488.38 
July, 457.62 
August, 480.23 
September, 521.17 
October, 511.00 
November, 483.12 
December, 543.33 $5,834.12 
1892, Jan. 1. Annual appropriation, $5,800.00 


Transfer, 84.12 $5,834.12 
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TRUST FUND ACCOUNT. 
1892. 
Jan. 1. Sylvia Ann Howland fund, $3,337.83 
George Howland, jr., fund, 180.53 
Charles W. Morgan fund, 127.84 
Oliver Crocker fund, 197.90 
George O. Crocker fund, 319.54 
James B. Congdon fund, 410.37 
Dog fund, 665.65 $5,239.66 
SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY FUND. 
1892. 
Jan. 1. Unexpended balance of income, $3,337.83 
July 1. Six months’ interest, 1,500.00 
Dec. 31. Six months’ interest, 1,500.00 $6,337.83 
Bills approved for books, periodicals, and binding: 
January audit, $259.72 
February, 196.80 
March, 276.14 
April, 469.78 
May, 179.77 
June, 324.52 
July, 157.06 
August, 293.87 
September, 318.30 
October, ; 176.08 
November, 1,220.58 


December, 445.78 $4,318.40 


The detailed statement of the expenditures from the income of this 


fund is as follows: 


Academy of Natural Sciences, $5.00 
American Journal of Philology, 3.00 
American Library Association, 10.00 
Appleton, D., & Co., : 13.50 
Bancroft-Whitney Co., | 28.00 
Biblia Publishing Co., 1.00 
Birdsong, J. C., 50.00 
Boston Public Library, 1.00 
Cadby, J. H. W.., 2.64 


Clarke, W. B., & Co., 1,66 
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Cunningham, G. T., 

Cutter, C. A., 

Damrell & Upham, 

Dedham Historical Register, 
Dews, E.., 

E. Anthony & Sons, Incorp., 
Ellis, G. H., 

Essex Institute, 

Evening Journal Co., 
Foster, L.S., 

Francis, D. G., 

Gidley; S.G., 

Ginn & Co., 

Gorges Society, 

Harper, F. P., 

Harvard Graduates’ Magazine, 
Hathaway, J. H., City Treasurer, 
Houghton, Mifflin, & Co., 
Hutchinson, H.S., & Co., 
Inman, H. S., 

Jones, G. V., & Co., 

Joel Munsell’s Sons, 
Lawrence, L. L., 

Library Bureau, 

Little, Brown, & Co., 
Littlefield, G. E., 
Lowdermilk, W. H., & Co., 
McDonough, J., 

Macomber, P. A., 

Mason, D., & Co., 
Massachusetts Historical Society, 
Morell, ‘I’. H., 

Morrison, L. A., 

Nash, E. W., 

New England Magazine, 
O’Shea, P., 

Phillips, G. R., 

TZOOP USE AV ..0 Go ob hvV es 
Publishers’ Weekly, 
Ricketson, D., 

Roffe, A. H., & Co., 
Sampson, Murdock, & Co., 
Schoenhof, C., 

Shea, J. G., 

Skinner, J., 
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$320.00 
4.25 
9.50 
1.00 
500.23 
6.00 
2.00 
6.00 
5.00 
36.00 
5.16 
"12.00 
1.50 
4.00 
Lae 
1.00 
166.28 
53.50 
664.18 
10.00 
4.75 
5.00 
17.76 
2.00 
809.58 
157.67 
5.00 
5.00 
2.50 
20.00 
6.00 
3.65 
3.50 
5.00 
3.00 
11.25 
3.00 7 
9.00 
3.00 
15.00 
266.35 
1.00 
121.31 
5.00 
5,25 
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Studies in History and Politics, $3.60 


waper, h.. W., 488.56 
United States Patent Office, 31.20 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2.00 
W. H. Parish Publishing Co., 19.80 
Waldron, C. D., 1.00 
Woodward, C. L., 6.30 
Yorston Bros., 350.00 


GEORGE HOWLAND, JR., FUND. 


1892. 
Jan.1. Unexpended balance of income, $180.53 
One year’s interest, 96.00 

CHARLES W. MORGAN FUND. 

1892. 
Jan.1. Unexpended balance of income, $127.84 
One year’s interest, 60.00 
$187.84 
A. McL. Goodspeed, 99.00 

OLIVER CROCKER FUND. 

1892. 
Jan. 1. Unexpended balance of income, $197.90 
One year’s interest, 60.00 
$257.90 
Academy of Natural Sciences, 40.00 

GEORGE 0. CROCKER FUND. 

1892. 
Jan. 1. Unexpended balance of income, $319.54 
One year’s interest, 400.00 
$719.54 

E. Anthony & Sons, Incorp., - $128.75 
Charles Taber & Co., 30.00 164.25 
JAMES B. CONGDON FUND. 

1892. 

Jan. 1. Unexpended balance of income, $410.37 


One year’s interest, 30,00 
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$4,318.40 


$276.53 


$88.84 


$217.90 


$555.29 


$440.37 
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DOG FUND. 
1892. 

Jan. 1. Unexpended balance of income, 

Feb. Received from County Treasurer, 

Y. W. Ames, $732.00 

Briggs & Lawrence, 14.85 

Carter, Rice, & Co., Incorp., 30.00 

E. Anthony & Sons, Incorp., 35.92 

L. M. Gammons, 115.50 

D. J. McAuliffe, 72.00 

Mercury Publishing Co., 27.53 

EK. J. Merrick, 207.00 

Pierce & Bushnell Mfg. Co., 7.50 





4. January, 
$665.65 
1,274.42 
$1,940.07 

1,242.30 $697.77 


Total unexpended balance in the control of the Board of Trustees: 


1893. 

Jan. 1. Sylvia Ann Howland fund, 
George Howland, jr., fund, 
Charles W. Morgan fund, 
Oliver Crocker fund, 
George O. Crocker fund, 
James B. Congdon fund, 

_ Dog fund, 


$2,019.43 
276.53 
88.84 
217.90 
555.29 
440.37 
697.77 $4,296.13 


WILLIAM L. R. GIFFORD, Clerk. 
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